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Camie Dewey
Standing Committee (3-year term)

AFFILIATED CHURCH *
St. Mark's Casper

A brief summary of current and past volunteer positions within the church? *

I currently serve as president of the Standing Committee. I came on for my first term shortly before our
former bishop was put on administrative leave, so I have been blessed to have been through it all with
the Standing Committee. I served my second year on Standing Committee as liaison to the finance
committee of Diocesan Council, and attended Diocesan Council meetings. As president, I lead the
launch of the bishop search, communicated regularly with staff from the Presiding Bishop's office,
planned and carried out a leadership retreat for the Search and Transition Committees, and served as
an ex-officio member of the Search Committee only until the release of the Diocesan Profile.

In the past, I have served as chair of the Commission on Ministry in the Diocese of Missouri, and on the
board for Episcopal City Mission in St. Louis.

What do you want to accomplish in this leadership role? *

Having come on to the Standing Committee at the start of a difficult season in the life of this diocese, I
am committed to seeing the work we've started through to its happy conclusion with the election and
ordination of our new bishop. The Presiding Bishop's office also encouraged me to seek a second term
for continuity's sake throughout the search process.

I have found that being part of this committee has fed me spiritually, even in the harder moments. I
have grown as a priest and leader, and am eager to lend my knowledge and experience into a second
term, hopefully offering that experience to the new bishop once she or he is seated and ready to begin
the work ahead of them.

Are you willing and capable to travel to meetings and church visits? *

Yes
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If you have served on other boards, what is your greatest accomplishment and greatest
disappointment? *

I will never forget the moment we heard, "Yes, I'm happy to accept" from Bishop Katherine
Jefferts-Schori in May 2024. The relief of knowing that not only did we secure an Assisting Bishop to
take some of the pressure off of ourselves, but that we had secured that particular bishop was
overwhelming. It was a long-anticipated accomplishment for the Standing Committee and I am grateful
to have had a role in that work.

In my time on the Commission on Ministry in the Diocese of Missouri, we encountered some difficult
moments in our conversations with the bishop there over aspirants and postulants for Holy Orders. My
greatest disappointment came when a strongly worded letter from the Commission to the bishop
suggesting that a candidate be removed from process was ignored entirely. We were made to feel as
though our work, our discernment was simply a checkmark in a process where the outcome had already
been decided. It hurt the committee's relationship with the bishop for a time and felt like a black mark
on our reputation.

How do you invite God’s Presence? When is God most present to you in your work? *

God is most present to me when I can find time for silence. Finding time is certainly not impossible, but
like going to the gym at 5:30 in the morning, the hardest part is just showing up. God finds me in those
still moments and I welcome her presence with an eagerness I don't feel in many other aspects of my
work. I talk all day to all kinds of people and to sit and just be in the presence of my God is refreshing
and restorative.

I find strong presence in the work of making sacraments. The making of bread and wine into the Body
and Blood of Christ brings an overwhelming sense of God's nearness every time [ have the honor of
celebrating Holy Eucharist. It happened the first time I ever celebrated and I promised myself that if it
ever stopped feeling that way, that it was time to move on and find something else to do. Luckily, that
time has yet to come.
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