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Name of Committee, Commission, Task Force or Program:
St. Matthew’s Episcopal Cathedral
Mission/Purpose Statement:

Vision: A Vibrant, Loving Community, Sharing God’s Abundance
Core Values: Compassion, Trinity, Belonging, Nourishment, Generosity, Joy

Summary of Current Year’s Activities / Plans and Projections for the Coming Year:

A Return On Your Investment!

Greetings from your Cathedral in Laramie! While St. Matthew’s began as a parish
church in 1868 when Wyoming was first being developed, Bishop Ethelbert Talbot of the
newly-created Missionary District of Wyoming and Idaho declared the little parish to be
a cathedral in the late 1800s and began to invest and build at 4" and Ivinson. Being in
close proximity to higher education was of high priority. We have been welcoming
people and pilgrimages for over 130 years to the highest cathedral in the United States
at 7,276 ft. above sea level!

Early and Current Investment and Big Vision! In the early 1900s, in addition to excellent
worship and education, there was a joint diocesan and cathedral vision to begin
educating children. In addition to staffing, a five-story building was created at Cathedral
Square to begin a boys school (Sherwood Hall, eventually called Hunter Hall). A girls
school was built off-site as well. Eventually the boys school became a place of
education and boarding for children in need, what became Cathedral Home. They have
developed into a 501c¢3 organization with the current Dean serving on their board, the
Bishop of Wyoming as honorary board member, and a continuing relationship with the
cathedral.

Decades later another vision began to form through the cathedral to address the food
insecurity needs in the community. A small group of people began serving soup to
those in need. Years later it became Laramie Soup Kitchen, also eventually becoming a
501c3 organization. The cathedral partners with them as we serve 150-200 people per
day in our undercroft, Monday through Friday. We also host an annual pancake
breakfast that serves over 1,000 people during Jubilee Days in July.



Prayers and Squares began about twenty years ago, with a group of twenty or more
people quilting and sending quilts to people in need all over the world. The Clothing
Cottage Thrift Store continues helping people in need. The list goes on and on of the
outreach and evangelism that continues to happen through the cathedral, including
being active in Pridefest, the community health clinic, our Period Project (feminine
products for women in need), and on and on.

Over the past few years we have been developing what we call our “At The Cathedral”
ministries. We are offering multiple Music at the Cathedral events for this community
and online for those outside the community. We have just finished a week hosting the
Wyoming International Chamber Music Festival which drew in over 1,000 people. We
hosted Pedro the Lion, have been part of the Snowy Range Music Festival (think Indie-
rock), hosted the Cheyenne Chamber Singers, and even hosted a locally-composed
Opera at the Cathedral where we packed the house! We offer through our own choir,
musicians, and partnering University of Wyoming students and professors multiple
monthly opportunities to experience Evensong, music from French Composers, Black
Artists, Jazz, organ concerts, even Karaoke in the Undercroft, and on and on.

We have been developing Contemplatives at the Cathedral that includes weekly
creative worship through Centering Prayer, Morning Prayer, Vespers and Eucharist. We
have begun a relationship with The Benedictine Way, an Episcopal Monastery in
Omaha, Nebraska. We send pilgrims there and they do the same here, assisting with
our development. We are also developing Yoga at the Cathedral, Tai Chi at the
Cathedral, and Cathedral Kids!

We have a great relationship with the University of Wyoming, in addition to our music
program, through Canterbury Fellowship, the amazing ministry with college students.
Under the leadership of The Rev. Allen Doyle and Ethan Winstead, students meet
weekly for prayer, food, Bible study, service, activities and whatever else. They
volunteer and are active at the Fellowship house, in the community, as well as the
cathedral.

Future Investment! We are in the early stages of developing what we are calling
Cathedral Short Courses (CSC), 2-to-3-hour online opportunities for people to learn
practical steps on ministry and faith develop in breadth and depth. We are considering
offering two courses in the coming year - Vision and Parish Development:
Congregational Processes for Tiny and Large Churches, and Prodigal Evangelism: a
Course in Pastoral, Listening, and Compassion. We are also continuing to offer online
access to our Music at the Cathedral opportunities.

We WELCOME YOU to take a pilgrimage down this way to visit and even serve at
YOUR St. Matthew’s Episcopal Cathedral in the heart of what we call LARADISE! Our
doors are open...literally, six days a week!



Financial Report:

Annual

1/1/26-7/31/26  Budget
Income
Pledge & Non-Pledge $104,318.51 $166,058.00 63%
Plate $5,057.01 $8,000.00 63%
Easter $1,280.00 $1,500.00 85%
Christmas $0 $1,500.00 0%
Operating Div. & Interest $19,865.86 $40,000.00 50%
Rent & Utilities $20,305.44 $36,500.00 56%
Utterback Endowment $42,170.50 $84,341.00 50%
Diocesan Support $57,500.00 $115,000.00 50%
Other Income $8,011.22 $3,000.00 267%

$ 258,508.54 $ 455,899.00 57%
Expenses
Dean Compensation $119,011.14 $188,308.00 63%
Compensation - Lay Staff $72,769.20 $128,576.00 57%
Professional & Service Fees $2,763.61 $ 6,500.00 43%
Ministry - Christian Formation ~ $1,137.85 $ 2,500.00 46%
Ministry - General $1,533.33 $14,000.00 11%
Ministry - Parish Life $18,950.94 $29,420.00 64%
Property Insurance $22,186.00 $29,581.00 75%
Office Expenses $6,156.19 $9,700.00 63%
Buildings & Grounds $17,320.27 $26,600.00 65%
Utilities - Church $13,225.40 $27,400.00 48%
Utilities - Hunter Hall $9,811.69 $18,500.00 53%
Utilities - Deanery $4,103.11 $8,200.00 50%
Diocesan Support $27,730.68 $37,168.00 75%

$316,699.41 $526,453.00 60%
Net Loss $ -58,190.87 $ -70,554.00

Membership/Leadership:
Approximately 300 Active People / Approximately 100 volunteers and staff
Gratitude/Acknowledgements:

Grateful to God and for the support of so many people, including the Bishop and the
Diocese of Wyoming!

Submitted by:

The Very Rev. Rick Veit
Dean



