Tuesday Morning Devotional
Diocesan Staff – July 18, 2023


Focus			Psalm 111

Praise the Beloved, O my soul!
I will give thanks to You with my whole heart,
	to all who will listen, I will tell of your goodness.
Wondrous is Creation, Great Builder;
	I take pleasure in pondering your Work.
Full of honor and integrity are your teachings;
	those who follow them will find new life.
You lift the hearts of those who suffer;
	You come to them in their need.
Your steadfast Love is food for the soul,
	nourishment in times of fear.
You are ever-mindful of your covenant,
	a very Presence to the weary and afflicted.
Your Voice is truth to those with ears to hear,
	your precepts are sure;
Written on the hearts of your people, they are
	to be lived forever with
	faith-filled love and assurance.
You bring new life to the world;
	Yes! life in abundance is your gift to us.
	Holy and glorious is your Name!
Reverence for You, O Holy One, is the beginning of wisdom;
	a good understanding have all who practice it.
	Your Spirit endures for ever!

Read		1 Thessalonians 2:1-8

You yourselves know, sisters and brothers, our coming to you was not in vain.  On the contrary, we had suffered previously and been mistreated in Philippi, as you know; we had courage in our God to declare to you all the gospel of God in spite of much opposition.  For our exhortation is not from deceit or corruption or trickery.  Rather, just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel, so do we speak, not to please women or men, but to please God who tests our hearts.  Now, we 


never came with a word of flattery as you all know, or with a pretext for greed; God is our witness.  Nor did we seek praise from women and men, whether from you all or from others, though we could have made demands as apostles of Christ.  Rather we were child-like among you, even like a nurse tenderly caring for her own children.  Thus, so caring for you all, it is our pleasure to share with you not only the gospel of God, but also ourselves, because you have become beloved to us.


Respond 		

At the heart of contemporary discussion of this reading is the validity of the gospel and those who proclaim it for every culture and context.  The gospel concerning the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead continues to challenge and subvert structures that lay claim to power and authority over those called into God’s Kingdom.  The gospel belongs to God and is founded on God’s action in Jesus Christ.  Those who proclaim his gospel are called to do so in the same humble and self-effacing spirit that was evident in Jesus himself.  Moreover, Paul’s own emphasis on how he and his companions lived their own lives as key aspects of the proclamation of the gospel is a timely call to authenticity and integrity for all to whom the gospel has been entrusted.

You are invited to share your thoughts and feelings regarding these readings.

Pray		
we pray in our hearts

from the album Climatica, 
Life Cycle by Philip Guyler and Christopher Salt

Close

Let our lives be lived in humility of spirit
a sign of Christ’s Presence.
And through us may others find The Way.
Thanks be to God
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Whatever happens this day, know that you are loved by God – boundlessly, unconditionally, and eternally.
