
I have spent much of my life among cultures other than my own, many of which are referred 
to as “indigenous peoples,” a term used for culturally distinct ethnic groups considered native 
to a place that has been colonized and settled by another ethnic group.  These peoples have 
deeply enriched my life, from the Tuareg nomadic tribes of Sahara Desert to the Bedouin 
peoples of the Middle East.  

Today is Indigenous Peoples’ Day, 
a new official national holiday, 
to be celebrated annually on the 
second Monday in October. The 
idea originally arose as a counter-
celebration to Columbus Day, which is 
also celebrated on this day honoring 
the Italian explorer Christopher 
Columbus.  Many now have difficulty 
celebrating him, seeing him as 
representing the history of colonization 
in the Western Hemisphere, which 
resulted in the enslavement and 
displacement of Native Americans. 
Therefore, Indigenous People’s Day 
is a special opportunity for us all to 
celebrate and honor the histories and 
cultures of our Native American sisters and brothers, the first inhabitants of what is now the 
United States.  While we set aside this day to celebrate their past and present, we also commit 
ourselves to their future. 
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“Upon suffering beyond suffering: the Red Nation shall rise again and it shall be a blessing 
for a sick world. A world filled with broken promises, selfishness, and separations. A world 
longing for light again. I see a time of Seven Generations when all the colors of mankind will 
gather under the Sacred Tree of Life and the whole Earth will become one circle again. In that 
day, there will be those among the Lakota who will carry knowledge and understanding of 
unity among all living things and the young white ones will come to those of my people and 
ask for this wisdom. I salute the light within your eyes where the whole Universe dwells. For 
when you are at that center within you and I am that place within me, we shall be one.”               
                                                                         Crazy Horse, Oglala Sioux Chief



This important celebration is especially timely as churches of all denominations across the 
U.S., including the Episcopal Church, are reckoning with the role they played in the injustices 
committed against Indigenous children by what was known as the federal Indian boarding 
school system.  In fact, the national Church, recently encouraged all members to observe 
a day of remembrance by wearing orange, and learning about residential and boarding 
schools in Canada and the U.S., honoring survivors and remembering those who never came 
home from school.  These and other actions are seen as necessary, following our Church’s 
repudiation of what was known as the Doctrine of Discovery, a theological justification that 
allowed the discovery and domination by European Christians of lands already inhabited 
by Indigenous peoples. There is no question that truth-telling leads to healing, not only for 
Indigenous peoples, but for us all.

In the midst of the current momentum of increasing solidarity with our Native American 
sisters and brothers, we also have the inestimable gift of being closer to each other as never 
before.  Indeed, our very own faith tradition, Christianity, is an extremely diverse family 
of people from every country, ethnic group and culture - that is largely non-Western (i.e. 
European descent).  

Therefore, I believe that a special celebration like today calls us to a different type of 
“discovery” – of intentionally seeking to discover our Creator more deeply through those 
from different cultural backgrounds than our own. I see our spiritual journey as like a divine 
mosaic, with each little piece being a different cultural spiritual expression.  And when all the 
world’s spiritual cultural expressions are made visible, the whole portrays the beauty of our 
God as nothing else can. I profoundly believe that it is in the continual learning from different 
cultural expressions of faith that our own faith can be made most complete. An intentional 
openness to our sisters and brothers from other cultures, such as our Native American sisters 
and brothers, and learning from their faith and spirituality, lies at the very foundation of the 
potential for depth and wholeness in our own spiritual lives. As the French novelist Marcel 
Proust said, “The only true voyage of discovery, is not to go to new places, but to have other 
eyes.”  

What a privilege we have all been 
given to have the Eastern Shoshone 
and Northern Arapaho tribes within 
The Episcopal Church in Wyoming.  
As a diocese we will increasingly focus 
on both learning from their spiritual 
traditions and wisdom, as well as 
serving them to enable their Native 
American spirituality, culture and 
heritage to be shared with the wider 
world.  A special focus will be on 
how Native American and Christian 
spirituality can be uniquely blended. 

Along this line, in my own faith 
journey, I have found that familiarity 
can often be a hindrance to 

entering into that deeper dimension spiritually. This is likely why in his teaching about 
the Kingdom of God to his own people, Jesus, often used examples of those from another 



culture (i.e. Samaritans), who did have the depth of spiritual experience with their Creator 
that he desired for them. Other cultural expressions of faith serve as windows into a deeper 
spiritual experience with God.  God more often than not works through irregular channels to 
communicate with us most powerfully.  

I have been deeply blessed by a recently released new translation of the New Testament 
titled the First Nations Version (FNV). The First Nations Version (FNV) recounts “the Creator’s 
Story”—our Christian Scriptures—following the tradition of Native storytellers’ oral cultures.  
This remarkable translation was carried out by an eleven-member council selected from a 
cross-section of Native Americans and overseen by Ojibwe storyteller Terry Wildman.  It 
resembles the literary style of the spiritual writings of Oglala Lakota spiritual leader Black Elk.

Yet, while the FNV’s rich cultural idioms 
and profound beauty resonates in the 
hearts of First Nations people, it makes 
the Scriptures come alive in a fresh and 
new way for us all.  As Terry Wildman, the 
chief translator, says, “We believe it’s a gift 
not only to our Native people, (but) from 
our Native people to the dominant culture. 
We believe that there’s a fresh way that 
people can experience the story again from 
a Native perspective.”  This has certainly 
been my experience. 

The Indigenous translation uses names 
for God common in many native cultures, 
including “Great Spirit” or “Creator.” 
Names of biblical figures echo their original 
meanings in Greek and Hebrew: Jesus 
becomes “Creator Sets Free” and Abraham, 
“Father of Many Nations.”  Wildman 
expresses his objective in the translation: 
“We believe it’s very important that the 
Gospel be kind of decolonized and told 
in a Native way, but being accurate to 
the meaning of the original language and 
understanding that it’s a different culture.”

Reading it is like listening to a wise elder 
share ancient teachings about our Creator.  
Spiritually, I have found the words to 
sweep me up into the story of the “Great 

Spirit” and I am inspired to follow the “good road” all the more.  The freshness of the words 
has transformed my spiritual imagination.

Here are a few examples – known to us as The Lord’s Prayer and the Beatitudes from Sermon 
on the Mount.



THE WAY TO PRAY (Matthew 6:9-13) 
9 “Instead, when you send your voice to the Great Spirit, here is how you should pray: “O 
Great Spirit, our Father from above, we honor your name as sacred and holy.
10 “Bring your good road to us, where the beauty of your ways in the spirit world above is 
reflected in the earth below.
11 “Provide for us day by day—the elk, the buffalo, and the salmon. The corn, the squash, 
and the wild rice. All the things we need for each day.
12 “Release us from the things we have done wrong, in the same way we release others for 
the things done wrong to us.
13 “Guide us away from the things that tempt us to stray from your good road, and set us free 
from the evil one and his worthless ways.  Aho!  May it be so! 

WALKING THE GOOD ROAD (Matthew 4:23-25)
Creator Sets Free (Jesus) traveled throughout Circle of Nations (Galilee). He was teaching in 
their gathering houses and telling everyone the good story of Creator’s good road. He was 
healing the people of every kind of sickness and disease. His reputation as a healer spread 
as far as Bright Sun (Syria)…  Large crowds from all directions began to seek after him—too 
many to number! They came from Circle of Nations (Galilee) and Ten Villages (Decapolis), and 
from Village of Peace (Jerusalem), and the Land of Promise (Judea), and from beyond the river 
Flowing Down (Jordan).

BLESSINGS OF THE GOOD ROAD (Matthew 5:3-12)
1-2 When Creator Sets Free (Jesus) saw this great crowd, he went back up into the 
mountainside and sat down to teach the people. His followers came to him there, so he took 
a deep breath, opened his mouth, and began to share his wisdom with them and teach them 
how to see Creator’s good road.
3 “Creator’s blessing rests on the poor, the ones with broken spirits. The good road from 
above is theirs to walk.
4 “Creator’s blessing rests on the ones who walk a trail of tears, for he will wipe the tears from 
their eyes and comfort them.
5 “Creator’s blessing rests on the ones who walk softly and in a humble manner. The earth, 
land, and sky will welcome them and always be their home.
6 “Creator’s blessing rests on the ones who hunger and thirst for wrongs to be made right 
again. They will eat and drink until they are full.
7 “Creator’s blessing rests on the ones who are merciful and kind to others. Their kindness 
will find its way back to them—full circle.
8 “Creator’s blessing rests on the pure of heart. They are the ones who will see the Great 
Spirit.
9 “Creator’s blessing rests on the ones who make peace. It will be said of them, ‘They are the 
children of the Great Spirit!’
10 “Creator’s blessing rests on the ones who are hunted down and mistreated for doing what 
is right, for they are walking the good road from above.



11 “Others will lie about you, speak against you, and look down on you with scorn and 
contempt, all because you walk the road with me. This is a sign that Creator’s blessing is 
resting on you. 
12 So let your hearts be glad and jump for joy, for you will be honored in the spirit world 
above. You are like the prophets of old, who were treated in the same way by your ancestors.

I invite each of you to view a special reading of The Lord’s Prayer (The Way to Pray) from the 
First Nations Version read by Terry Wildman.

To watch, see: https://bit.ly/3iPinaa 

On this Indigenous Peoples’ Day, my prayer is that we will seek to learn together from the 
spiritual expressions of our Native American sisters and brothers, and in so doing, may we see 
God in a deeper dimension and experience our Creator in truly transforming ways.  

One Faith with many, many faces,
One World with many, many ways
Of singing praises to the Lord of Life.
   - from the Iona Community
Take hope,
+Paul-Gordon

For more information and to purchase First Nations Version of the New Testament:   
https://firstnationsversion.com/book/first-nations-version/ 


